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The 7 percent value-added tax on food in restaurants is coming—the Federal 
Council has just approved it. 
 
Politics that keeps its word: 7 percent strengthens the restaurant industry and 
secures jobs, livelihoods, and social meeting places 
(Berlin, December 19, 2025) “The 7 percent VAT on food in restaurants is the most 
important measure for strengthening our restaurants, pubs, cafés, and caterers,” 
said Guido Zöllick, President of the German Hotel and Restaurant Association 
(DEHOGA Bundesverband), welcoming the Bundesrat's approval of the tax 
amendment bill today. “The measure establishes long-overdue tax fairness. It will 
secure livelihoods and jobs. Vibrant city centers and attractive rural regions can only 
exist with a diverse restaurant industry,” emphasized the DEHOGA president, 
adding: "With this decision, politicians are recognizing the high social relevance of 
these businesses and strengthening these important meeting places. The hospitality 
industry makes our country vibrant and lovable, enables tourism, and is 
indispensable for exchange, social cohesion, and public services." A great deal also 
depends on these businesses. 
 
"Deeply rooted in cities and communities, these businesses secure economic cycles 
and regional value chains with agriculture, food craftsmen, winemakers and brewers, 
food and beverage manufacturers, as well as furnishers, outfitters, wholesalers, and 
specialty retailers. When a restaurant closes, it affects not only restaurateurs and 
their employees, but also numerous local producers and service providers," explains 
Zöllick. 
A 7 percent VAT on all food eliminates existing competitive disadvantages and finally 
ensures tax fairness. “The decision will end the disadvantage compared to other 
food providers such as delivery services or retailers, which have always been 
subject to only 7 percent VAT,” Zöllick continues. “It is only logical and right that this 
unequal treatment is now finally being reliably eliminated.” 
 
In view of dramatically increased costs and the impending minimum wage increase, 
the measure also provides the industry with the urgently needed tailwind it needs to 
survive. “Where there is room for maneuver, restaurateurs will use it to invest in their 
businesses, secure jobs, ensure fair wages, and offer attractive prices,” said Zöllick.  
The 7 percent also strengthens community restaurateurs and caterers, who feed 17 
million people every day in schools, daycare centers, hospitals, and other 
institutions. 
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“The decades of tireless work by DEHOGA at the federal and state levels have paid 
off—not only for the restaurant industry as a sector of opportunity and integration 
with its two million employees and partners, but also for society as a whole in terms 
of the major structural policy effects,” said Zöllick.  
"We are grateful and delighted that politicians have kept their word and that the 
governing parties have consistently advocated for the uniform taxation of food at 7 
percent. The overwhelming approval in the Bundesrat shows that preserving 
gastronomic diversity is also close to the hearts of the minister presidents – they are 
aware of the great social importance of restaurants, pubs, and cafés. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


